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Happy Chinese New Year everyone!

This week our school student centre was

decorated by some of our Chinese

students to recognise this special time of

the year for our Chinese community. 

This week we held our first Year group

assembly. As this was the first assembly

of the year, it was also an opportunity to

introduce our senior management and  

deans who will oversee the smooth

running of our year groups. During my

talk with the students, I emphasised the

significance of arriving on time at school

to commence their day with their

classmates. Furthermore, I instructed

them to use the pedestrian gates located

around the school to enter the campus.

It is crucial to note that students should

not use the driveway on Queen Street, as

it is solely reserved for vehicles.

Tēnā koutou katoa, Kia orana, Talofa
lava, Faka alofa lahiatu, Malo elelei,
Namaste, Aslam Alaykom, Bula vinaka, 
Ni hao, Welkom.

Lunchtime breaks
We have a variety of activities offered

during our lunch break. 

These activities are designed to cater for

a range of interests including, our games

room, the quiet room, staff running

sports activities on the field and Ann-

Maree and sports coaches working with

students in preparation for upcoming

sports tournaments.

Students, should you have an idea for a

lunchtime club you wish to discuss,

please email me.

Year 7 & Year 8 Deans
It is my pleasure to announce our two

year group deans.

Year 7 Dean     Lorraine Devaney

Year 8 Dean     Nicola Gibson

Our deans will organise cohort events,

run year group assemblies and ensure

clear and consistent messages are

communicated across our school. 

Our deans will also unpack the pastoral

alerts from our school's Stymie system. 

As always, your main point of contact as a

parent is your child's classroom teacher. 

HEART LC Winners
Congratulations to the following

students who received a HEART Values

award for their learning community in

week 2. 

Batten - Jayden Wyatt

Lomu - Darian Morrow

Ngata - Mia Watson

Rutherford - Denzel Grevers-Smith

Sheppard - Edie Hussey

Te Puea - Declan Wolfe



ENVIRO Challenge
Our school's ENVIRO Challenge has

commenced for the year, and it's lovely to

see our learning communities taking

responsibility for our school environment. 

We are ensuring that all waste is disposed of

properly and that indoor and outdoor

environments are kept clean and well-

organized. Additionally, we are working on

reducing our electricity consumption by

closing doors and windows when the air

conditioning is in operation and switching

off lights and TVs when we exit the

classroom. 

Every week, we will announce the learning

communities that have contributed

positively to our school environment. 

Our caretakers, Matua Ken and Matua Kevin

and Kaitiaki Whaea Kirsty, selected Ngata
and Rutherford Learning Communities.
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What's on next week?
Term 1 Week 4

(Monday 19th February- Friday 23rd February)

Monday 
Batten Hub AM
Lomu Hub PM
ASB Get Wise Financial Literacy

Tuesday
Te Puea AM
Ngata PM
ASB Get Wise Financial Literacy

Wednesday
Outside schools Hub 
    - Buckland
    - Kingsgate
ASB Get Wise Financial Literacy
P5 - Camp meeting - cabin groupings

Thursday
Sheppard Hub AM
Rutherford Hub PM
ASB Get Wise Financial Literacy

Friday
P1-2 Kapahaka
P3-4 Choir
P5-6 Pasifika
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Learning a musical instrument
Our lead music teacher held a meeting on

Tuesday to gauge the students' interest in

learning a musical instrument this year. 

The meeting was well-attended by over a

hundred students. 

Those who attended have received a

permission letter, which needs to be signed

by their family. After this, they will receive

another letter to confirm their preferred

instrument. 

Due to the high demand for the music

programme, both letters must be returned

as soon as possible to secure a place.

Lost Property
We have a growing number of unnamed

uniform items and towels in our school

lost property box. 

This is located outside the Rutherford

learning community side of the student

centre. 

If your child is missing an uniform item

please remind them to look in the lost

property box. 

Making our way to school
It is fantastic to see a growing number of

students making their own way to

school - walking, biking and scootering. 

We have received comments from the

public about our students' safe conduct

while biking with students wearing a

helmet and using appropriate hand

signals. We have bike and scooter racks

placed around the school for students to

use. Please remind your child to bring a

combination lock.

Year 8 Camp REMINDER
Our Year 8 students are looking forward

to attending camp on Monday 11th -

Wednesday 13th March at Matamata

Christian Camp.

To secure a place for your child at camp,

please ensure all outstanding money for

camp is paid in full no later than Monday

19th February at 3 pm.

If there is a hardship concern, please

immediately contact Leah McNaughten,

Assistant Principal

l_mcnaughten@pukekoheint.school.nz

Health forms have been sent directly

from Venue360@totarasprings.org.nz;

this is the camp email.

Please identify any dietary or health

concerns. This information will ensure

the camp fully caters for your child’s

needs.



Our kura uses a variety of assessment tools to

determine what level our ākonga are at, what

progress they are making, what their next

learning steps are, and where they may need

extra help. Progressive Achievement Tests,

commonly known as PATs, are one of the tests

that we use. 

There are PATs for pāngarau/mathematics,

pānui/ reading comprehension,  listening

comprehension, punctuation and grammar, and

reading vocabulary. 

PATs are standardised, multiple-choice

assessments. They are designed to support

kaiako and kura to understand where your

tamaiti is in their learning and what progress

they are making. 

PATs are also important because they help

identify the progress your tamaiti is making

from year to year. 

PAT testing
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