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This afternoon, our AIMS teams will be

announced. This is always a very exciting

time for our kura, and we would like to

thank all students who participated in the

trials held over this term and last term.

The level of talent, commitment, and

effort shown by our students has been

outstanding. Unfortunately, not all

students could be selected for the final

teams, which is always a difficult part of

the process. We encourage all students to

continue striving, training, and taking up

future opportunities, as being involved in

sport is about growth, teamwork, and

representing our school with pride.

We are incredibly proud of every student

who put themselves forward and gave the

trials their best effort.
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Year 8 Assembly
On Wednesday, we held our first Year 8

assembly of the term, led by our student

LC leaders, Leighton and Meela from the

Rutherford Learning Community.

During the assembly, we invited our

guests Mr Saunders, Ms Kaur and the

senior leaders. We shared key school

messages and acknowledged the many

students who have proudly represented

our kura in sporting events this term. 

HEART Values lessons
Congratulations to our LC HEART Values

winners!  

Batten - Lunar Robinson

Hillary - Alyssa Gomes

Lomu - Morgan Hayes 

Rutherford - Meela Goulstone

Sheppard - Marcus Yeung 

Te Puea - Ben Thompson

HEART Values Lesson: 

Week 4: Words have wings, so speak good

things.

We also celebrated student success

through our HUB Excellence Awards and

presented certificates for Touch Rugby

and Football, recognising the

commitment, teamwork, and pride

shown by our students both on and off

the field.

Find your Field of Dreams
Our school has been generously donated

a sports pack from the John Walker Find

Your Field of Dreams Foundation

containing rugby, netball, football, rugby

league, basketball, and volleyball

equipment. 

These resources will be used across our

school to support sports, PE, and fitness

programmes.
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ENVIRO Challenge
Each Learning Community can earn points

by taking care of:

Recycling – using the correct bins and

keeping recycling clean.

Classroom areas – tidy, cared for, and

ready for learning.

Learning Community spaces – shared

areas respected and looked after.

LC rubbish areas – organised, clean, and

used correctly.

What's on next week?
Term 2 Week 5

Monday 
-Lomu HUB (AM)
-Sheppard HUB (PM)
-Year 7 Science Roadshow

Tuesday
-Rutherford HUB (AM)
-Batten HUB (PM)
-Experience Pacifika

Wednesday
-Outside Schools HUB

Buckland School
Kingsgate School

-Student Leadership Meetings 8:00am
-School Speech Finals

Year 7 11.00 am
Year 8 1.30 pm

Thursday
-Te Puea HUB (AM)
-Hillary HUB (PM)

Friday
-Outside Schools HUB

Waiau Pa
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William Pike Challenge
The Lomu and Sheppard William Pike students arrived at Wero and got ready for a day

of action! We all gathered to do a safety briefing and there was a lot of information to

remember. Although I was nervous at first, rafting down the rapids was exhilarating

and was so much fun. Next was the high ropes. For this challenge I knew it would be

pushing me outside my comfort zone. Getting to the top and doing the abseiling was

my goal. As I climbed higher it got windier and more terrifying. I slowly made my way

to the other side to the abseiling platform, I clipped myself in and leapt off and made

my way to the bottom. I definitely stepped outside my comfort zone. The day was an

amazing experience full of tricky challenges. - Keeva Drury

2026 Term Dates
Term 2 

Monday 20 April - Friday 3 July

Term 3 

Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September

Term 4 

Monday 12 October - Friday 11 December

Auckland Champs Orienteering
Beautiful day for Orienteering today.

Whaea Jody and myself took 18 students

up to Western Springs Park by the zoo to

represent Counties zone group for

Orienteering on Wednesday. A

challenging course for some but all came

back with a new appreciation for the

sport.

-Whaea Anne-Maree, Sports Coordinator

Bilingual Maaori Hui
Thank you to our whaanau who attended

the hui for our Bilingual Maaori classes in

Te Puea Learning Community.

Our students, alongside their kaiako Matua

Antonio and Whaea Iwa, shared their

learning journey, including their growth in

te reo Maaori and their understanding of

tikanga Maaori.



Teaching and Learning
SMART Assessment
SMART (Student Monitoring, Assessment and Reporting Tool) is a new online 
assessment tool that schools have started using this term across the nation.

The assessment will give teachers clear, consistent information about how your
 child is progressing in reading, writing and maths. 

SMART is not a high‑stakes test. It’s more of a learning check‑in, helping teachers understand what each student knows, what they can do
and what they need next.

Most students this week have sat two of the assessments with the final assessment happening in classrooms next week.

SMART results are intended to be considered alongside other high‑quality evidence, including classroom observations, learning
conversations, and samples of student work. 

Staff will be making a judgement as part of the upcoming written mid year report whether your child is “on track” or “not on track” for the
end of year 7 / 8 English and Maths curriculum. This will then be followed up with formal parent / teacher interviews 

Friday 19 June - Mid-Year Reports - sent to the parent email address on our records.
Monday 22 & Tuesday 23 June - Follow-up parent/teacher interviews.

Auckland Writers Festival 
This week we had 50 students attending the Auckland Writers Festival. Students travelled into Aotea Square right into the heart of the city
at Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre.

Students were selected with a rich literacy strength across the school. Laura Padayachee, lead teacher of English, along with Sharon
Boon, Room 14 classroom teacher, enjoyed taking the group. Students got to hear from four authors about their new books which have
been launched as part of the festival. What a fabulous experience for our students.
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